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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 28, 2016

The Honorable John Cornyn
United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
United States Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Cornyn and Schumer:

We are writing regarding the anticipated override of the president’s veto of S. 2040, the Justice
Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA).

We appreciate the efforts that you have undertaken to allow the families who lost loved ones on
September 11, 2001 to have additional recourse.

We have a great deal of compassion for the families and respect their desire for justice. We
understand your purpose in drafting this legislation is to remove obstacles so those who commit
or support terrorist acts in the United States face the full range of consequences of the U.S. legal
system. However, concerns have been raised regarding potential unintended consequences that
may result from this legislation for the national security and foreign policy of the United States.
If other nations respond to this bill by weakening U.S. sovereign immunity protections, then the
United States could face private lawsuits in foreign courts as a result of important military or
intelligence activities.

We would hope to work with you in a constructive manner to appropriately mitigate those
unintended consequences.

Sincerely,
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